


Flowering occurs from January to July. The familiar
cylindrical flower spike comprises several hundred flowers
densely packed in a spiral around a woody axis. The flowers
are pale yellow. After flowering the old flowers fall away
revealing the cone covered in many small follicles that con-
tain the seeds.

The Coast Banksia is a hardy and versatile tree that is
widely planted in parks and streetscapes. Port Phillip Council
recommends it as part of its street planting.

The wood is pink-red but unsuitable for construction.
Dark amber-coloured poor quality honey is produced but
the large amounts of pollen and nectar produced is food for
the bees in winter.

The Aborigines made sweet drinks from the flowers and
used the flower spikes for hairbrushes while the early set-
tlers would put fat in the empty cones to use as candles.
Two councils in Queensland (Redcliffe and Logan) use the
Coast Banksia as a floral emblem and it has been featured
on a Australian postage stamp. Photographs by author

Diana Phoenix tells the story of the buildings established
by the Methodist Church in Middle Park

 Close up of Coast Banksia foliage, flowers and cones, May 2015.

      A Methodist Sunday school was started in Middle Park in
1888 following a request by the South Melbourne Circuit
quarterly meeting of the Methodist Church. It was intended
as a branch of the one existing in Albert Park. The organisa-
tion had tried to buy land for a church in Middle Park but had
been unsuccessful because of rising prices. The Sunday
School was housed in the Middle Park State School building
‘in a fairly compact district, of cosy homes amidst pleasant
surroundings’. By the following year the numbers had grown
to 201 pupils and 12 teachers.

    After a  Church Trust was formed it was able to buy an
allotment. A church, known as the Wesleyan Chapel, was
then built on the corner of Richardson and Armstrong
Streets, with its Sunday school operating in a building
behind. The Chapel faced Richardson Street, leaving an
empty space between the building and Armstrong Street.
The opening ceremony took place on 27 September,
1891. At this time the chairman was Hon. J. Nimmo MLA.
     In 1902 the various offshoots of Methodism in Australia
united to form the Methodist Church of Australasia,
hence the change of name from chapel to church. The
building remains, now 282 Richardson Street and current-
ly occupied by a health and wellness clinic. However it
blends in with the neighbouring buildings so well that
externally it could be unrecognisable as a former church.
Viewed from the inside the cove ceiling, lined with tongue
and groove stained pine wood, does give an indication
that this had not been an ordinary dwelling but a church.
The architectural style is Romanesque, with polychrome
brick work. The facade contains three arches, the central
one being wider, and now comprises a recently installed
glassed entrance. The timber building extant behind
would have housed the Sunday school. During 1913 a
cyclone fence was erected in front of the Church but has
gone long-since. The facade was tuck-pointed during the
same period. There is no indication of a parsonage until
listed in the 1911 Sands & McDougall Directories, located
at 66 Nimmo Street, and occupied by Rev. R. Williams.

THE METHODISTS

The ‘new’ Methodist Church
opened in 1923








